The First Beast

Prince Charles’ Coat of Arms

By the age of thir-
teen, Charles was
granted his own heraldic
achievement,” or “coat
of arms,”? and at the
age of nineteen, one
year before his formal
investiture as Prince of
Woales (discussed later),
he was granted his own

6

and

Welsh standard (above).®* Below, we will examine the sym-
bols found in the prince’s official coat of arms,* as well as

1.

.W

Boutell, Boutell's Heraldry, rev. C.W. Scott-Giles and J.P. Brooke-Little (London: Frederick
Warne, 1963), pp. 217-218. The design of Prince Charles’ heraldic achievement was final-
ized by 1962 (e.g., see Boutell, plate V).

Although we will refer to Prince Charles’ full heraldic achievement as his “coat of arms,”
Boutell correctly observes that this term, while “frequently used as synonymous with
achievement, embracing not only the shield but also the crest, supporters (if any) and other
accessories,” actually applies in a strict sense “only to the heraldic insignia now normally dis-
played on the shield.” According to Boutell, a coat of arms originally consisted of “a coat, or
tunic, which a man wore over his armour, and on which were painted or embroidered the
same devices as appeared on the wearer's shield” (Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. 21-22). Such a
coat or tunic served as a graphic and unmistakable way of identifying an individual in a con-
test or battle.

Holden, PRINCE CHARLES, p. 156. Boutell, 1978 ed., p. 258.

For a quality color representation of Prince Charles’ official heraldic achievement, see Boutell,
1970 or later ed., between pp. 174-177. According to Brooke-Little, “This is the approved
design of the arms of the heir-apparent for use by H.R.H. Charles Philip Arthur George,
Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall and Rothesay, Earl of Chester and Carrick, Baron of Ren-
frew, Lord of the Isles and Great Steward of Scotland. Worked into the compartment are
H.R.H.'s badge as heir-apparent..., the red dragon badge for Wales differenced by a label
argent and the arms of the duchy of Cornwall. (This illustration is from an original painting
by Mr. Geoffrey Mussett [who is a Herald Painter at the College of Arms].)” For a close unof-
ficial version of the prince’s achievement, see Burke’s Guide to the Royal Family, 1st ed. {Lon-
don: Burke's Peerage Ltd., 1973), p. 104. The author has been told that this achievement
may also be found on page 141 of Burke's Guide to the British Monarchy, although he could
not verify it. As a knight of the Order of the Garter, the prince's heraldic stall-plate, which
contains his actual graven achievement, is supposedly displayed in St. George’s Chapel along
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