The First Beast

Prince Charles’ Coat of Arms

By the age of thir-
teen, Charles was
granted his own heraldic
achievement,” or “coat
of arms,”? and at the
age of nineteen, one
year before his formal
investiture as Prince of
Woales (discussed later),
he was granted his own

6

and

Welsh standard (above).®* Below, we will examine the sym-
bols found in the prince’s official coat of arms,* as well as

1.

.W

Boutell, Boutell's Heraldry, rev. C.W. Scott-Giles and J.P. Brooke-Little (London: Frederick
Warne, 1963), pp. 217-218. The design of Prince Charles’ heraldic achievement was final-
ized by 1962 (e.g., see Boutell, plate V).

Although we will refer to Prince Charles’ full heraldic achievement as his “coat of arms,”
Boutell correctly observes that this term, while “frequently used as synonymous with
achievement, embracing not only the shield but also the crest, supporters (if any) and other
accessories,” actually applies in a strict sense “only to the heraldic insignia now normally dis-
played on the shield.” According to Boutell, a coat of arms originally consisted of “a coat, or
tunic, which a man wore over his armour, and on which were painted or embroidered the
same devices as appeared on the wearer's shield” (Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. 21-22). Such a
coat or tunic served as a graphic and unmistakable way of identifying an individual in a con-
test or battle.

Holden, PRINCE CHARLES, p. 156. Boutell, 1978 ed., p. 258.

For a quality color representation of Prince Charles’ official heraldic achievement, see Boutell,
1970 or later ed., between pp. 174-177. According to Brooke-Little, “This is the approved
design of the arms of the heir-apparent for use by H.R.H. Charles Philip Arthur George,
Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall and Rothesay, Earl of Chester and Carrick, Baron of Ren-
frew, Lord of the Isles and Great Steward of Scotland. Worked into the compartment are
H.R.H.'s badge as heir-apparent..., the red dragon badge for Wales differenced by a label
argent and the arms of the duchy of Cornwall. (This illustration is from an original painting
by Mr. Geoffrey Mussett [who is a Herald Painter at the College of Arms].)” For a close unof-
ficial version of the prince’s achievement, see Burke’s Guide to the Royal Family, 1st ed. {Lon-
don: Burke's Peerage Ltd., 1973), p. 104. The author has been told that this achievement
may also be found on page 141 of Burke's Guide to the British Monarchy, although he could
not verify it. As a knight of the Order of the Garter, the prince's heraldic stall-plate, which
contains his actual graven achievement, is supposedly displayed in St. George’s Chapel along
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some unusual variations between it and at least one later,
unofficial version." However, before doing so, the words
“herald” and “heraldry” should be defined.

A herald may be a messenger who proclaims important
news, or a harbinger who gives a sign or an indication of
something to come. The heralds of medieval history, for
example, communicated challenges and made proclama-
tions at tournaments and battles while recognizing armored
combatants by their distinctive insignia, or “devices.”
These artistic and beastly devices, which were likewise
used on seals as a means of personal
identification,? formed the basis for modern, or institutional-
ized heraldry. “While still associated with the knightly
shield, helm and banner, heraldry was no longer a practical
ancillary to the warrior's equipment, but became rather a
decorative art.... [Thel...heralds began to weave a mys-
tery about their craft, deliberately compiicating its nomen-
clature and language, and introducing unnecessary rules
and conventions.”® The purposes and functions of heraldic
arms, designed and produced through the ancient and
modern “arts” of heraldry (armory), are not unlike those of
heralds. Indeed, those officials whose specialty is heraldry,
are called “heralds” (as well as "armorists”). According to
Boutell’s Heraldry,

In its widest sense, heraldry means all the duties of a
herald....

....True heraldry does not boast—it aspires. For some,
indeed, it possesses a spiritual value.

In various ways, therefore, heraldry appeals to the mind....
Some [early princes and knights] took a lion or other beast char-
acterizing strength or valour; some took a religious symbol; and
many placed on their shields figures forming a play on their
names. Symbolism of a rudimentary kind was present in early

with all the stall-plates of other Garter knights (except for the sovereign). Likewise, as a
knight of both the Order of the Thistle and the Order of the Bath, the prince could have his
stall-plate displayed in the chapel of St. Giles church in Edinburgh, Scotland, as well as in
Henry VII's Chapel in Westminster Abbey (Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. vi, 194, 196).

1. Unofficial versions of an achievement may reflect an emphasis on the part of the herald that
differs from the officially accepted (legal) version of an achievement. In the case of the par-
ticular unofficial version of Prince Charles’ arms with which this work deals, the deviations
suggest some rather interesting points.

2. Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. 176-178.

3. Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. 10-11.
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heraldry, and in this respect there is a link between it and the
insignia which appeared on the shields and banners in previous
periods of history.

At pre-heraldic insignia we need only glance. At all times,
and in all parts of the world, men have used symbols to focus
ideas and sentiment and express them in visual form. Warriors,
and particularly leaders, have been accustomed to display such
symbols on shields and standards.... The legions and cohorts of
Rome had their insignia....

These insignia of antiquity are [generally] to be regarded as
the predecessors and not as the ancestors of medieval heraldry....
[Yet] some of the emblems found in ancient symbolism have sur-
vived to take their place as devices in heraldry. For example, the
British tribal emblem of a [red] dragon [which was formerly
displayed upon the standards of Roman cohorts] became a
supporter of the Royal Arms in Tudor times and is still the
badge of Wales.... In more remote times personal insignia may
sometimes have been used to establish identity.... In the 12th
century it became purposefully distinctive and consistently
hereditary....

A modern herald has defined “true heraldry...as the system-
atic use of hereditary devices centered on the shield.”

...Heralds have [also] drawn on classical and medieval
mythology, and on their own creative imaginations, to add a
number of monsters and hybrids to the animals of nature.’

In heraldry, these monsters and hybrids are called
“beasts.” Stephen Friar states,

The vigorous medieval interpretation of beasts, birds, fish,
reptiles and chimerical monsters is for many the very quintessence
of heraldry.

The magnates of the Middle Ages often possessed one or
more distinctive beasts as personal devices, culled from the pages
of the bestiaries or from the shadowy traditions of ancestral cru-
saders. Many of these devices were incorporated into the shield
of arms, but a far greater number were adopted as personal
badges and were later transiated into crests and supporters....

The use of beasts as emblems of authority pre-dates armory
[(institutionalized heraldry)] by many centuries.... From the reign
of Richard | [the Lionhearted] (1189-99) beasts became increas-
ingly popular as royal devices, and by the fifteenth century the
English kings had accumulated a variety of devices as the result of
alliance or inheritance. Collectively these, with a number of later
additions, are known as the Royal Beasts....2

Boutell, 1978 ed., pp. 2-4, 81.

“Beasts,” A Dictionary of Heraldry, ed. Stephen Friar (New York: Harmony Books, 1987),
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Like heralds, each coat of arms makes certain procla-
mations about its owner. To some extent, these proclama-
tions may be determined by “reading” the shield and the
devices surrounding it. To read a coat of arms, one should

- be familiar with the heraldic terminology used to identify
. specific points or locations on, or relative to, an armorial
" shield. The shield itself is usually central to the arms. The
upper one-third of the shield is sometimes referred to as
the Honor point, the middle one-third as the Fess point,
and the lower one-third as the Nombril or Navel point.
More frequently, however, a combination of the terms
chief, base (or ground), dexter, and sinister is used. Chief
means the top of the shield, or the area above it, whereas
base and ground mean the bottom of the shield, or the
area below it. {The area below the shield, at the base of
the coat of arms, is the location of the Compartment and a
related Motto. The motto, which is usually given in Latin,
expresses an idea, goal, or admonition.} From a frontal
viewpoint, dexter means the /eft-hand side of the shield, or
the area to the shield’s left, whereas sinister means the
right-hand side of the shield, or the area to the shield’s
right. The four guadrants, or quarters, of the shield are
specified through combinations of these terms. Chief-
dexter (or dexter-chief), for example, means the top-left
quarter of the shield. As a general rule, armorists (heralds)
read a coat of arms, relative to its central shield, from top
to bottom and left to right.”

As we shall see, the coat of arms belonging to Prince
Charles of Wales comprises a literal, graphic representation
of the beast described in Psalm 22:21, Daniel 7:2-24, and
the Apocalypse (e.g., see Rev 12:3, 13:1-4). The Apoca-
lypse describes the dexter beast, the center of the arms,
and the red dragon, whereas the book of Daniel describes
the center of the arms and the sinister beast. Psalm
22:21, on the other hand, describes the dexter and sinister
beasts, as well as the red dragon (see below). Also, there
are descriptions of other parts of the arms elsewhere in the

pp. 55-56.
1. “Shields, Points of the,” A Dictionary of Heraldry, ed. Friar, p. 316. Also see Boutell, 1978
ed, p. 21.
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scriptures.

The dexter beast in Prince Charles’ coat of arms, rather
than being the “normal” heraldic lion for England, has a
body like a leopard for Germany, feet like the feet of a bear
for France, and a mouth like the mouth of a lion for Eng-
fand. In other words, it fully represents the Merovingian
dynasty, which originated and prospered historically in Ger-
many, France, and England." The sinister beast, a unicorn,
faces the dexter beast, stands above the red dragon (see
Rev 13:2; cf. 12:3, 12:9), and has eyes like those of a
man. This beast is restrained (cf. 2 Th 2:6-7, Gk.) by
means of a chain {cf. Ezek 7:23, AKJV). In heraldry, as
well as in many New Age circles today, the unicorn is said
to represent “the Christ,” and in ancient Babylonian art-
work, as well as in the book of Daniel, it was portrayed as
a beast having a /ittle horn (see Dan 7:8, 7:11, 7:20-21,
8:9-11; cf. 8:5-8). Irenaeus, Tertullian, Justinus, and oth-
ers, likened the horn of the unicorn to the central beam of
the cross upon which Jesus was crucified.? (The unicorn’s
horn may also be compared to the spikes that were used to
pierce Jesus.) Like certain Renaissance artwork,® ancient
Babylon's Ishtar Gate incorporates depictions of lions,
dragons, and unicorns (or bulls).* At His crucifixion, Jesus
prayed,

Many bulls have surrounded Me; strong bulls of Bashan have
encircled Me. They have opened their mouth at Me as a raging
and a roaring lion.... You have brought Me to the dust of death.
For dogs have surrounded Me; the assembly of the wicked has
enclosed Me. Like a lion, they pierced My hands and My feet....
Deliver Me from the sword, My only one from the dog's paw.
Save Me from the lion’s mouth and from the horns of the uni-
corns—the affliction® of the dragon [sea-monster]!® (Ps

1. For more information, see Chapter 4, “Prince of this World—a Diverse Lineage,” and Chapter
7's section titled, “The dexter (left-hand) supporter.”

2. Odell Shepard, The Lore of the Unicorn (New York: Avnel Books, 1982), pp. 80-81.

3. Nancy Hathaway, The Unicorn (New York: Avenel Books, 1980), pp. 47, 104-105.

4. The Thompson CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE, 4th ed., 4334 (Indianapolis, Indiana: B.B. Kirkbride
Bible Co., Inc., 1982), p. 318.

5. Strong's no. 6040, “1¥ or onee.

6. Strong's no. 8577, "IN or tanee. The translation of this last phrase in Psalm 22:21 (v. 22 in
Heb.), “the affliction of the dragon [sea monster],” is derived from a concatenation in the
Hebrew of two words, Strong’s numbers 6040, "3 or onee, and 8577, "IN or taneen.
Strong's no. 8577 is represented with the final nun having been dropped or omitted, giv-
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